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THE AMERICAN PEOPLE AND DEFENSE 
ANNCR? 
VOA NEWS ANALYST UJCHI! ALBERT DISCUSSES A RECENT SHARP CHANGE 
IN THE ATTITUDE OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE TOWARDS THEIR COUNTRY'S 
ROLE IN THE WORLD ANC THE NEED FOR A STRONG DEFENSE ESTABLISHMENT, 
VOICE: 

MUCH HAS BEEN SAID I= RECENT MONTHS BY AMERICAN GOVERNMENT 
LEADERS AROUT THE MASSIVE AND CONTINUING SOVIET HILITARY BUILDUP 
IN STRATEGIC AND CONVENTIONAL WEAPONS. BUT SOMETIHES IT HAY 
HAVE APPEARED THAT THE AMERICAN PEOPLE WERE NOT LISTENING, THAT 
THEY WERE MORE CONCERNED WITH THEIR DOMESTIC PROBLEMS AND THEIR 
DISILLUSIONIENT OVER THE VIETNAM EXPERIENCE TO CARE VERY HUCH. 

HOWEVER, THERE ARE GROWING INDICATIONS THAT THIS IS NOT 
SO AND THAT THERE IS AGAIN MAJOR SUPPORT FOR AN AMERICAN DEFENSE 
ESTAGLISHHENT THAT CAN SUPPORT THE COUNTRY'S ROLE IN THE WORLD 
AND CAN MAINTAIN THE MILITARY BALANCE ON WHICH WORLD PEACE RESTS, 
FIRST OF ALL, THERE 18 A CHANGED ATTITUDE IN CONGRESS, AFTER 
CONSIDERABLE CUTS IN THE DEFENSE BUDGET IN PAST YEARS, THE 
CONGRESS APPROVED MILITARY OCLIGATIONS FOR 1977 OF MORE THAN 104 
THOUSAND MILLION DOLLARS, ONLY ABOUT THREE PER CENT LESS THAN 
PRESIDENT FORD ORIGINALLY REQUESTED, THIS NEW 
BUDGET, THEREFORE, IS Tii— FIRST STEP IN CORRECTING A SITUATION 
IN WHICH THERE WAS A MASSIVE SOVIET BUILDUP AND STEADILY 
DECLINING AMERICAN MILITARY EFFORTS, CONGRESS HAS ACCEPTED THE 
WARNINGS OF GOVERNMENT LEADERS THAT, UNLESS CHECKED, THE SOVIET 


BUILDUP OVER A PERIOD OF YEARS, NOULD UPSET THE PRESENT BALANCE 
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IN MILITARY STRENGTH, DEFENSE SECRETARY RUMSFELD HAS MADE 
CLEAR THAT THE ADMINISTRATION INTENDS TO PROPOSE INCREASED 
DEFENSE BUDGETS FOR THE NEXT FIVE YEARS TO REVERSE THE TREND. 

A RECENT STUDY CALLED "SETTING NATIONAL PRIORITIES," BY 
THE PRESTIGIOUS BROOKINGS INSTITUTION SUPPORTS THIS VIEW. "DEFENSE 
SPENDING," SAYS THE STUDY, "WILL HAVE TO INCREASE IN REAL TERMS 
FOR AT LEAST THE NEXT FIVE YEARS,"' THE SAME STUDY RECALLS 
WARNINGS FROM PROMINENT FIGURES OF DIRE CONSEQUENCES FOR U.S. 
FOREIGN POLICY AND FOR THE LONG-TERM PROTECTION OF THE NATION'S 
SECURITY IF THE TREND IN U.S. MILITARY STRENGTH IS NOT REVERSED. 

AND NOW IT BECOMES CLEAR THAT THE AMERICAN PUBLIC AGREES 
WITH THIS POINT OF VIEW, THE FALL ISSUE OF THE MAGAZINE “FOREIGN 
POLICY," PUBLISHES THE RESULTS OF A SERIES OF IN-DEPTH SURVEYS 
OF PUBLIC OPINION, THE RESULTS, SAYS THE QUARTERLY MAGAZINE, 
SHOW WHAT IT TERMS "A NEW DESIRE TO PUT AN END TO WHAT IS SEEN 
AS A WEAKENING U.S. ROLE IN THE WORLD,"' MOST AMERICANS, ADDS 
THE MAGAZINE, AGAIN DESIRE A MAJOR U.S. ROLE IN THE WORLD. 
THE SURVEYS SHOW THAT PEOPLE ARE MORE WORRIED SY PRESSING 
DOMESTIC PROBLEMS, BUT THAT, AS A WHOLE, AMERICANS HAVE BY 
NO MEANS CEASED TO CONCERN THEMSELVES A80UT THE PRESTIGE AND 
SECURITY OF THE COUNTRY. 

THE SURVEYS SHOW THAT THE LEADING INTERNATIONAL ISSUE IN 
1976 IS “KEEPING THE MILITARY AND DEFENSE FORCES STRONG." THAT 
PROPOSITION GETS SUPPORT FROM NO FEWER THAN 81 PER CENT OF THE 
PEOPLE. THAT HEAVY MAJORITY REPRESENTS A NAJOR INCREASE OVER 
SIMILAR FIGURES IN 1974 AND IS ALMOST AS LARGE AS THE 83 PER 
CENT WHO SUPPORTED A STRONG DEFENSE IN THE LAST PRE-VIETNAM 


YEAR OF 1964, 
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IN RUSPONSE TO ANOTHER QUESTION, 56 PER CENT BELIEVE THE 
U.S, SHOULD COME TO THE DEFENSE OF ITS MAJOR EUROPEAN ALLIES 
IN THE EVENT OF A SOVIET ATTACK. THE FIGURE WAS 48 PER CENT 
IN 1974 AND 1975, IT IS THE CONCLUSION OF "FOREIGN POLICY" 
MAGAZINE THAT "A MAJORITY CF AHERICANS, WHILE TEMPERED IN THEIR 
INTERNATIONALIS/H, REMAIN SEEPLY CONCERNED ABOUT AMERICA'S 
STANDING IN THE WORLD." 
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